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After one of the best sailing summers for years I hope that you 

have enjoyed plenty of time on and by the water. Sadly, however 

support for our sailing events has stayed at a fairly low level: 

although the Erwarton BBQ was quite well attended in spite of 

strong winds, there were no starters for the passage race, and 

only Astraea and one other PMSC boat - Francis and Fiona’s 

Jenni-Ann - made it to the Ore and Alde to enjoy the sun in 

Aldeburgh and the Butley River.  

 

The Regatta turnout was lower than last year – maybe a factor 

in enabling Astraea’s crew (with Lee Foster and Mark Poppleton 

tweaking the sheets) to renew its acquaintance with the Tempest 

Cup!  PMSC hosted the last race in the 4 Clubs Series but only 2 

PMSC boats entered and we finished last in the series overall. 

Boat-owning Members who eschewed these various events 

should know we had a lot of fun and you missed out on some 

very enjoyable occasions!  

 

There was a fine crowd to welcome back Paul and Ute 

Jefferies and their boat Damarri after their completion of the 

first recorded circumnavigation by PMSC Members – a great 

achievement which was celebrated enthusiastically on Regatta 

evening by Members who also enjoyed yet another excellent 

cold buffet thanks to Catherine Abbott and her team of helpers - 

where else could you get such a feast for a fiver? 

 

I am very sad to inform you that, contrary to repeated  

assurances, the owners of the Red Lion have now told us that 

their refurbishment will not be finished in time for the scheduled 

date of our dinner dance. We have therefore decided to postpone 

it until next year and use the opportunity to consult Members 

about the future format and timing of the event. 

 

The very good news however is that Jackie Harding has 

volunteered to put on a Middle Eastern Supper Evening  - café 

style - ie tables in the bar area along the lines of the hugely 

successful French Café evening earlier this year. If you have 

been fortunate enough to sample Jackie’s cooking you will know 

that we have a treat in store - numbers will be limited so get your 

booking in early! 

 

Rick Kirkup, Commodore  

 

 

Saturday 5th October 

Laying up supper 

 

Saturday 19
th

 October 

Nautical Photographic  

Competition - Display 

 

Sunday 20
th

 October 

Nautical Photo Judging 

 

Saturday 26
th

 October  

Art Exhibition   

 

Saturday 2
nd

 November 

Halloween party 

 

Saturday 9
th

 November 

Middle Eastern supper   

 

Saturday 16
th

 November 

Film: “Deep Water” 

 

Saturday 23
rd

 November  

AGM 

 

Saturday 30
th

 November 

Shanties and Ditties Evng 

 

Saturday 7
th

 December 

Film:”Riddle of the Sands” 

 

Sunday 15
th

 December  

Christmas Lunch 

 

The next newsletter will be in 

late November, for December .  

Contributions as early as 

possible  please  to; 

 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 
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Welcome to 
  

Jerry,  Gillian and Zak Francis from 

Chelmondiston. 

 

David Travis and family   - from 

Honington, Bury St Edmunds- 

owner of Annapollis. 

 

Jon , Linda and Andrew Bartlett 

from Chelmondiston.   

 

 

COLIN HUNTER 
1926-2013  
 

One of my first memories of Colin 

Hunter concerns a house-warming 

party at the newly acquired home of 

some mutual friends.  Apart from a 

few chairs and a rug in front of the 

fire the room was unfurnished.  

Everybody else went off to be 

shown proudly around the rest of the 

house but being ever so slightly 

bored Colin stretched out in front of 

the fire for a quick forty winks on 

the carpet.  When we came back we 

rolled him rapidly up in it and stood 

him in a corner. 

 

Colin was one of those diverse 

characters so much larger than life 

that it is difficult to decide where to 

begin a brief account of him.  It 

might be helpful to tell you that his 

great intelligence and discerning 

judgement was balanced by a total 

lack of simple practical skills.  You 

have heard of people who cannot 

boil an egg.  For most of his life 

Colin had difficulty boiling a kettle. 

I knew him in the old days as a 

resident of Pin Mill where he and 

Glenys owned Riverside Cottage as 

a holiday home.  Colin was the boss 

of Leo Burnett one of the largest 

advertising agents in the UK/US 

orbit.  Many advertising people tend 

to lead an advertisement life style 

but Colin was not one of these. To 

be true he drove a large Jaguar, as 

all advertising executives should – 

but his was usually full of unpaid 

parking tickets.  He was possibly the 

only chap on the staff of Leo 

Burnett or any other advertising 

outfit who bought his suits 

exclusively from M and S. 

 

He was an ardent opera fan and a 

major art collector.  He was also 

President of the cruising 

Association.   

 

You cannot mention Colin to sailing 

people without causing appreciative 

laughter.  They remember with 

gratitude the most amusing talks he 

gave to sailing clubs all over the 

British Isles.  These talks were 

always illustrated by colour slides 

he had taken himself, frequently in 

the direst of circumstances. Pin Mill 

Sailing Club members were 

fortunate to be treated to many of 

these splendid talks.  

 

Sailing is a non-stop learning 

process.  Anybody who thinks 

otherwise is overdue for a spot of 

shore leave.  We have all made 

many mistakes when sailing.  Where 

Colin differed from many skippers 

was that he could see the humour of 

it all and could make and take a joke 

against himself.  This was his stock 

in trade.  He often produced a slide 

of his beautiful Holman built yawl 

Skiathos perched high above the sea 

on a narrow column of rock.  The 

accompanying dialogue often 

reduced his audience to tears.   

 

He was devoted to his lovely wife, 

Glenys, and when she developed a 

serious health problem he decided to 

sail in a warmer climate and took 
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Skiathos down to the Med where 

they sailed for many years around 

Greece and Turkey.  Sadly he lost 

Skiathos in a boating accident, but 

went on to buy a larger boat, 

Vorastri, which means North Wind. 

TV advertising jingles were an art 

form of the day.  With minor 

adjustments Colin made them his 

own.  We had highly entertaining 

songs about everything that 

happened in Pin Mill.  Somebody 

built a parking space for a few cars.  

Before anybody ever parked there 

we had a song about it.  There was a 

song about the last days of the last 

trading sailing barge and her master. 

Crewing on his boat one Breton 

morning I found myself involved in 

a bit of running about on the 

foredeck while Colin looked idly on 

from his place at the helm.  Sliding 

down the fore hatch I tore the seat 

completely out of my sailing 

trousers.  Despite the presence of 

ladies on board it seemed much 

more urgent to change headsails 

than trousers so I got the sails sorted 

out.  Five minutes later we had a 

little song about it. 

 

Colin usually managed to avoid 

calamity at sea.  I put this down to 

his excellent chart work plus 

Glenys’s sharp powers of 

observation as well as to the fact 

that there is usually room for minor 

errors out there.  But having no eye 

for a breeze or the drift of a boat he 

was a somewhat loose cannon when 

in harbour. 

 

It is rumoured that in Turkey he 

once demolished an entire wooden 

jetty but I have no knowledge of 

that.  But one day in Concarneau I 

was readying the warps. 

 

“Where do you intend to bring up?” 

“We shall lie alongside that C.A. 

boat “ said Mr. C.A. Hunter, 

President of the C.A.  He indicated a 

boat flying the Cruising Association 

burgee lying broadside to us thirty 

yards down wind.  The skipper of 

the yacht indicated was sitting 

below decks with a large lettuce 

salad which he had shredded finely 

using a very sharp knife.  He was 

about to stuff most of this lunch into 

his wide-open mouth.  I happen to 

know all this because at that precise 

second Colin put his helm up and 

brought the wind aft.  There was just 

time to leap-for-the-mast and cling-

on-grimly before he struck his 

fellow cruiser clean amidships.  Mr. 

Kim Holman’s elegantly drawn bow 

rode gracefully up the side of the 

target vessel listing her alarmingly. 

Her skipper’s panic stricken face 

shot out of the hatch.  His bulging 

eyes perfectly matched his bulging 

cheeks from which lots of finely 

shredded lettuce protruded on both 

sides of his mouth twitching 

sensitively like a rabbit’s whiskers.  

His gaze was flung vertically 

skyward where it was arrested by 

the great burgee of his Cruising 

Association President.  

Understandingly, undecided whether 

to swear or salute, he limited his 

comment to a long drawn out 

sobbing-spluttering-choking sound. 

 Colin enjoyed his long association 

with the Pin Mill Community and 

Pin Mill Sailing Club.  He will be 

greatly missed by those of his 

friends who still remain. 

 

Keith Waite  

 

 

 

Art Exhibition  

Saturday 26th October 
 

 

The  Pin Mill Sailing Club and the 

Harkstead Art Group are jointly 
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hosting an Art Exhibition and sale 

of work by local amateur artists. The 

club house will be open to visitors 

from 1130 to 1700. There is no 

charge for viewing. The club bar 

will be open from 1200 to 1500. 

The work displayed will mostly be 

paintings, other types of creative  

work may also be on display. 

 

Amateur artists are invited to exhibit 

examples of their work such as 

paintings, drawings, mosaics or 

other types of artistic work. If you 

wish to exhibit, or have  any other 

queries regarding the exhibition. 

please contact Bryan Rogers on 

01473 780569 

 

If you haven’t returned your entry 

application form, or have only made 

a  verbal provisional booking, please  

confirm your booking by returning 

the entry form or by phoning me as  

soon as possible.    We  are running 

out of display space and we don’t 

want anybody to be disappointed. 

We only have room for 1 or 2 more 

exhibitors. 

 

Whether you are just coming to look 

at, buy  pictures or just  come for a 

chat about art you will be very 

welcome. 

 

 

.  

Welcome Home Paul 

and Ute   
 

 

 

Congratulations and 

welcome home from all 

the members of PMSC. 
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Photographic 

Competition  
 

 

 
 

“Life saver” by Shirley Balfe 

 

Please make sure your entries for 

this year's Competition arrive at the 

Clubhouse by 1 pm on Saturday 

19th October.  Enclose a separate 

list of titles & a stamped envelope if 

you would like your photos returned 

by post. 

 

Maximum size of  photos: 8" x 6" 

(approx. 20cm x 15cm) but smaller 

sizes are very welcome. They 

should be unmounted and unsigned, 

and only nautical or watery scenes 

are eligible.  All the entries will be 

exhibited in the Club over the 

weekend, and Prize winners will be 

announced on Sunday 20th October 

at 2 pm.   

 

Unless otherwise advised, it will be 

assumed that photographs entered in 

the competition may be displayed on 

the PMSC website and in the PMSC 

Circular.  Copyright will of course 

remain with the photographer. 

 
 

“Flipping Goodbye from Mark 

Grimwade  

 

 

Film night at PMSC 

“Deep Water” .. the 

story of Donald 

Crowhurst  
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Deep Water is the story of Donald 

Crowhurst’s ill-fated participation in 

the 1968 Golden Globe round-the-

world solo sailing race. The race 

was won by Robin Knox-Johnston 

and marked the end of one era of 

sailing, and the start of another.  

 

Crowhurst’s personal voyage is one 

of intense psychological struggle 

involving fear, honour and love for 

his family. This film, made in 2006, 

by the same producer as Touching 

the Void was described by the Daily 

Telegraph as ‘a splendid, moving 

film’. It runs for 90 minutes and 

Tim Fenton will provide a brief 

introduction.  

 

 

Film night at PMSC 

“Riddle of the Sands”    

 
Francis Beaumont will be showing 

"Riddle of the Sands" on Saturday 

December 7th at 2000. 

 

 

 

 

Based on Erskine Childer's best 

selling novel, the film is set in the 

early 20th century and is about two 

British yachtsmen who stumble 

across some mysterious goings on in 

the Friesian Islands.  Francis will be 

giving a short introduction to the 

film and a description of the area 

where the action takes place. 

 

 

Regatta 2103   
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This year’s regatta saw a very low 

turnout caused mainly by forecasts 

of heavy rain and strong winds 

given out earlier in the week. On the 

day it was much better, with the rain 

stopping around the time of the first 

start and winds of force 4 to 5. 

Racing was confined to the Orwell 

and Stour. www.xcweather.co.uk 

managed to get the forecast about 

right from several days ahead. 

 

James Skelleron won the RHYC 

Ajax class with ‘Pegasus’ for the 

2nd year running. Rick Kirkup won 

the Tempest Cup for fast Bermudan 

boats with ‘Astraea‘; it is nice to see 

the cup won by a PMSC member. 
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4 Clubs Race Series 
 

 

The final 4 Clubs race was run by 

PMSC with hot food served at a 

well attended prize giving in the 

evening. The Evening Star trophy 

was won by Harwich and 

Dovercourt Sailing club, competing 

in the event for the first time. Best 

boat was Katla from the Stour 

Sailing Club. Best placed Pin Mill 

boat in the final race was Astraea 

(again) who wins the ‘1893’ cup. 

 

 

 

 

PMSC Shanties and 

Ditties evening  
 

 

 

 

PMSC Shanties and Ditties 

Evening 

 

Saturday 30 November 2013 

 

Hosted by High Water Mark 

Shanty Group 

 

Come along for a good old 

fashioned sing song and maybe 

 also give us your party piece! 

 

Free entry - guests welcome 

 

Enquiries - Ken 01473 780625 

 

 

 

The PMSC Songbook can be 

downloaded from the website 
 

 

 

 

 

Film  night  at  PMSC  .  
 

 

More film wanted. 

 
What film will be next?  

 

Do you have a DVD that you could 

bring and introduce? The nautical or 

theme can be as tenuous as you like!  

 

 

 

Coastguard news   
 

 

 

 
 

 

Holbrook Coastguard, in 

water rescue kit.  

 
Holbrook Coastguard  are a search 

and water rescue team and 

undertake regular training and 

practice sessions in these skills.  

 

 

In recent weeks they have been 

involved on two occasions in 

assisting the ambulance service and 

the RNLI where the crew or skipper 

have of a yacht have  required  

evacuating  to hospital  
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As the winner of the Spring Party 

raffle Darren-Paul Kley and his 

guests enjoy Jackie Harding’s 

dinner party 

 

Halloween Party and Pre-Fireworks Party 1430 to 1730  
 

 

 

            Halloween fun and games on Saturday 2
nd

 November  afternoon.  

 

Afternoon games will include whack the piñata, pin the tail on the donkey and 

carving pumpkin lanterns to take to the firework.  (LED-based for the safety 

conscious!)  

 

Guy judging in collaboration with the Community Council, so bring your guy to the 

club by 1645. You might win the prize.   

Parade with guys and lanterns to the Fireworks at approx. 1720 

                                                 Everyone is welcome  

(FREE, but a small fee for the pumpkins and parts for the lanterns 

 


